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2,  Better
fire-hazard
laws and
regulations
abroad.

The enor-
mous fire
waste in the
United
States.

nation is to be found in the carefully drawn and strictly
enforced regulations relating to fire hazards. Not only
are rigid rules laid down in regard to the construction as
well as in regard to the use of buildings, but the system of
inspection in the interest of fire prevention is elaborate
and efficient. The origins of all fires must be investigated.
When the cause does not plainly appear an inquest is
held, after the fashion of the coroner's inquest in America,
and every phase of the occurrence is probed. Negligence
which results in starting a fire is severely penalized, a
policy that insures a greatly increased sense of personal
responsibility. In France and in the other countries where
the so-termed "law of voismage" prevails, the owner of a
building is liable whenever damage by fire results to others
from his negligence; and the tenant, in turn, is liable to
the landlord for the results of his carelessness.1 In America
we have put no such emphasis on the responsibility of the
individuals to the community. The first evidence of a
step in this direction is to be found in a recent successful
suit brought by the fire commissioner of New York City,
under an old and almost forgotten provision of the city
charter which requires that owners and tenants shall reim-
burse the city for the cost of putting out fires whenever
wilful disregard of a fire-department order can be shown
to have been the cause. There are possible dangers, in this
arrangement, however, for it may encourage people to
refrain from calling the firemen until the flames have made
progress beyond amateur control.

But, even with due allowance for the handicap of in-
flammable structures, the fact remains that the annual
losses in American cities are far in excess of what they
ought to be. Few persons realize the enormity of this
total waste. Counting the aggregate fire losses of every

1 J. K. Freitag's Fire Prevention and Fire Protection (New York, 1912)
contains a good discussion of these matters (pp. 16-23), and is by all means
the best general treatise on the whole subject of fire prevention.